
“The Only Traffic Signal on the 


 Name________________________
   Reservation Doesn’t Flash Red Anymore”
 Hour____________

In this story, Alexie uses many different techniques to add depth to his story.  Please review the quotes and text surrounding the following quotes.  On a poster, sketch an image for each quote / technique.  Add a short explanation of your interpretation. 


Surrealism (Imagery that is dreamlike / represents subconscious)
Page 43: “Go ahead, pull the trigger…wiped sweat with my fourth hand.” 
Interpret: What does this surreal imagery suggest?  


Setting (Where and when does the story take place?)

Page 44:  “Adrian and I sat on the porch and watched the reservation…it was summer. Hot.”







Interpret: What does description of setting help us understand more deeply?

Symbolism (Use of an object to represent something else)

Page 44:  “We could see that the only traffic signal…”Don’t know,” I said.”

Interpret: What does this symbol represent?  

Characterization (Visual Description of  Character(s))
Page 44:  “We watched a group of Indian boys walk by… smell made me jealous.”
Interpret: What does Alexie’s characterization help us understand?  

 Flashback (Returning to another point in the past / going back in time)
Page 46:  “I know when I lost it, that edge…I missed everything.”   



Interpret: What does this flashback help us to see / realize?  

Hyperbole (Use of exaggeration)
Page 46-7: “While I looked at those close-ups…I missed everything.”


Interpret: What does hyperbole help to accomplish?  


Inner Thoughts  (Narrator steps outside of the story and reflects)
Page 48:  “In the outside world…the stories are told and retold.”
Interpret: What ideas do the narrator’s inner thoughts reveal?  


Flash Forward:  (Visiting a point in the future / Jump into the future)
Page 50:  “A year later…until it came down whole to the ground.”   



Interpret: What does a trip to the future help us see / understand?  

Motif:  (Recurring Symbol)
Page 52 “Shit, that damn traffic signal is still broken…just suggestions.”
Interpret: Why does Alexie revisit the traffic signal again at the end of this story?  What is his purpose?  

