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5.1

1. Why does Theseus dismiss the stories of the four young people?

2. Why does Theseus choose to see the play about Pyramus and Thisby rather than
the other entertainments?

3. Why does Philostrate try to keep Theseus from seeing the play? What does he say
is wrong with it?

4. What does Theseus mean by the lines, “For never anything can be amiss, when
simpleness and duty tender it”?

5. What is accomplished by having the Prologue tell the whole story that the actors
are then going to enact?
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6. How does Shakespeare use the comments from the audience to enhance the
humor of the play that they are watching?

7. What is Hippolyta’s reaction to the play?

8. In what way is Thisby’s final speech humorous?

9. What does Oberon tell the fairies to do?

10. What is the purpose of Puck’s final speech?



