
Moving from Argumentation to Narration:   
Writing about Physical and Metaphorical Journeys 

	  

Grading	  Expectations	  (OVER)	  

In 12 Angry Men, each of the men in the jury room thinks and travels, metaphorically, to 
new places.  In fact, in each of the works we will read this semester, characters journey in 
physical and metaphorical ways.  Many of them discover and learn as a result.  As we 
read 12 Angry Men, we explored the ways that characters employed Aristotle’s 
argumentative appeals and the ways that persuasion can affect outcomes.   We will now 
explore the ways that moments and experiences, such as the one we witnessed in the jury 
room, affect outcomes and foster new ways of thinking and looking at the world.  
Perhaps you can think about this next exploration in these terms: “How were the 12 
jurors affected by their experience in the jury room?”  For this narrative writing 
assignment, you will explore the ways that you have journeyed to a new place, perhaps 
physically, but certainly metaphorically.   

Questions we will explore as we write and revise: 

How do personal stories can affect outcomes?  How do the moments in our lives change 
our point of view?  What about these small moments affect us deeply? 

The Assignment: 

Please write a Personal Narrative Essay in which you explore the ways that an event (or 
series of events) have affected your perspectives and outlook.  Please choose from the 
following prompts (or create your own, with permission from Ms Frontier): 

1. Do you wish you could return to one moment from your past? Why?  How did 
this moment change your view or perspective? 

2. When have you spoken out about something you felt had to change? Why were 
you compelled to speak out?  How did this experience affect you? 

3. What is one important change that you have made in your life that affected your 
own life and, perhaps, others lives as well? 

4. Have you ever spent time in a new place / location that deeply affected you?  
Where did you go, how did it change your outlook / view, and why do you think it 
made you think differently? 

Your essay should intermingle storytelling / narration and reflection.  It should explore 
the ways that events affect outcomes and the ways that your own thinking has changed as 
a result of an experience. 

Due Dates: 

Free-writing on selected topic - 200-250 words (5 pts): Thursday, October 8th  
Detailed Outline (10 pts) : Monday, October 12th  
Rough Draft (15 pts): Wednesday, October 14th  

Final Draft (100 pts): Monday, October 19th   



  Grading Expectations 

Final Essay Value: 100 points.   

Final essays should be 2-3 pages, typed, double-spaced, and in 12 pt font. 

Essays will be evaluated based upon overall clarity, presence of detailed description and 
in-depth reflection, clear and smooth transitions, and grammatical correctness.     

Please also include a thoughtful and relevant title. 

 

Proposed Grading Rubric: 
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