English 10 Class Syllabus 2018-9
Frontier

Welcome to English 10!   In this class, we will read and explore many genres of literature and writing, practice and improve our speaking and listening skills, and enrich our knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. 
Course goals:
· Students will use a variety of reading strategies as they read novels, short fiction, plays, and non-fiction works
· Students will write and revise their writing in a variety of genres, including essay, narrative, persuasive.  

· Students will practice and improve their speaking and listening skills, both in small group and large group settings.

· Students will use technology to further enhance their learning and understanding of the texts we explore.

These goals correspond directly to the expectations for 10th grade English in the Common Core as well as those students will encounter upon entering college.

Course Expectations:
1. Be respectful, mature, and kind.  This will make the classroom experience safe, friendly, and rewarding for all.

2. Attend class on time each day.  If you are absent or late, please make up work promptly.   If you are absent for an assessment or assignment, a zero will be recorded and will be changed only if your absence is excused and the assessment or assignment is completed within 2 days of the absence.
3. Complete all assigned work and submit on time.  Late work will not be accepted.  2 late passes will be issued per semester.  These passes do not excuse you from assignments, rather they allow you to turn in an assignment late (within two days) with no penalty.  Late passes may not be used for tests, presentations, or exams.
4. Cell phones should be silenced and zipped into your backpack during class.  Cell phone use during class will result in participation grade reduction and confiscation of phone for the class hour.
Grading:
Students will be graded based upon their ability to demonstrate close reading, organized and thoughtful essay writing, focused participation, presentation skills, and completion of vocabulary and other short assignments.   Each quarter, your grade will consist of assignments in the following categories:  

Homework [15%]  
Participation [15%]  Writing [40%]  Quizzes and Tests [30%]

Quarter 1  = 40%
Quarter 2 = 40%
 Exam=20%

Essay Evaluation: To maximize your writing progress this year, please read through these thoughts and guidelines about essay evaluation.
· Please spend at least 5 minutes reading and reviewing comments.

· Ask questions if you do not understand editing marks, questions, or comments.

· Sometimes what sounds perfectly clear to you isn’t clear to the reader.  I will try to tell you when this is true for me as a reader.  

· You may not always agree with my edits or feedback; essay grading is not a science.  

· Most of the ways we are evaluated in life are also not scientific or exact. 

· It may not always feel easy to get criticism.  It is not necessarily easy to give it.

· Try not to feel discouraged when you read criticism or comments about your writing.  I know this can be hard.

· If I do not write anything positive about your essay, please tell me!   

· [Exception: Part or all of essay is not your own work]

· If you have an idea about how I can help you become a better writer, let me know!

· If you've copied and pasted portions of your essay, I may not finish evaluating it.  

· There is always room for improvement, e.g.: sentence structure, demonstration of in-depth thinking, or simply use of varied and interesting vocabulary. 

· Please (please) be very careful to quote (“”) any phrases, sentences, or paragraphs that are not your own.  It is very easy to see that your voice, use of language and vocabulary, and overall flow is inconsistent.  Be your own best writer!

· I work hard to offer honest and thoughtful feedback so you can be a better writer.  

· If you learn how to correct 1 element of your writing based on a single graded essay, it is a great victory!

Editing and Proofreading Marks you may see:
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Capital letter

End Punctuation O Oe

Add Something A

Change to lower case /

Take something out j/

Check Spelling é

Indent <H





Awk
= 
Awkward Phrase

SS 
= 
Sentence Structure

Frag
= 
Sentence Fragment

WC
=
Word Choice

?
=
Unclear

+
=
Good idea

Sub/vb=
Subject / Verb disagree

✓
=
Good Idea

 Jumps / Needs Transition

Common Areas to work on:
-Avoid “you”



-Clear Citations


-Watch strings of prepositions
-Avoid passive voice

-Break up one long sentence into multiple sentences for clarity and emphasis

 Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:
Your work should be unique and your own!  Please be very careful to cite all evidence and direct quotations that appear in your essays.  Each of your sentences, the structure of your essay, and the ways that you compose an essay should not resemble any other pieces of writing:  Remember that three or more words in a row that are the same as another piece of writing must be quoted directly!  Never cut and paste sentences or phrases from the internet and place in your own essays, even with a plan to change later or paraphrase into your own words.   Too often, another writer’s words end up in a final draft and the essay is then not your own work from start to finish.  Always include a bibliography in order to cite your sources properly (use easybib.com).  Trust your own writing! It is better to be less sophisticated or polished and more true to yourself.  You will develop your writing voice, learn to improve phrasing and sentence construction, and improve your editing skills if your drafts always begin with your own words.

Work that contains excerpts that are copied from another source without credit / citation will receive a zero.  Students who copy other student’s work will also receive a zero.  Viewing cell phones during assignments, quizzes, or tests will result in an automatic zero. After three instances of plagiarism, students will lose credit for the course.

Text List:  Students will read most of the texts listed below.  In addition, students will read and discuss two books per semester as part of a guided reading group.

Semester 1 Texts
Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose

Short Story Unit
The Color of Water by James McBride

Fences by August Wilson

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon


Semester 2 Texts

A Midsummer Night’s Dream by 

William Shakespeare

The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Kindred by Octavia Butler

Writing Skills: Students will work on whole essay structure, sentence structure, word choice, and grammar.  Specific areas of focus will include active and passive verbs, comma usage, commonly misused words, parallelism, preposition use, and clauses.

Communication:
Please do not hesitate to see me with questions or concerns this year.  I am available to meet during Early Lunch or after school on most days in my classroom, C318.  I am also readily available on email.  My email address is frontiera@aaps.k12.mi.us
Also, please visit my website! It is designed to help students check assignments and to provide you with additional information, useful links, and basic communication.  I will post basic weekly agendas and supplemental readings on this webpage as well.  
Website address: amyfrontier.com  I look forward to a great year with you!  
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1.  Review Syllabus and Rules of Engagement (with video)

Clip 1:  Breaking the Rules
Clip 2:  The Aftermath (Part 1)
Clip 3:  The Aftermath (Part 2)
J








