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In this chapter, we revisit Dede’s present life in 1994, then flashback to her earlier
life when all of her sisters were still alive. One key individual enters their lives in
this section, Virgilio Morales (AKA Lio). His entry into the girls’ lives affects them
significantly. Before we examine ‘The Lio Effect’, please think for a moment about
an individual who has greatly impacted your life. Choose someone who you see as
passionate. Write about the following:

1- PAST: Write the year you first encountered this person. Describe the first
time you saw him / her. Include details about what you remember, how he /
she looked, where you were, and how you felt.

2- Describe what happened next- Choose one memory and write about it. As
you write, integrate your thoughts and feelings as you recall them.

3- PRESENT: Flash forward to the present. Reflect on this person and their
impact on your life.



