Preparation for Book Group Meetings- English 10

Book Group Meetings allow you to practice your interactive skills based on a shared reading and experience.    To receive full credit for your participation in each Book Group Meeting, here are the guidelines:
1. Bring your book to class on the meeting day. (5 points)
2. Provide evidence of Close Reading.  Mark at least 10 passages with post-its (note why you marked them).  You may also take notes on a separate page in your notebook if you prefer not to write on post-its or in your text. (5 points)
3. Read and Discuss the pages / chapters your group decided upon.  Be prepared to discuss the book with your group in depth – not just for a few minutes.   Think about what you might say about the plot, characters, the central conflict, or any other ideas that you’ve noticed.  Sometimes your discussion may center on the ways you and your group feel connected to the book, how it relates to current or historical events, or perhaps what the book reminds you of (a movie?  Another book?  A memory or experience?)  You will also likely share and talk about the quotations you’ve found and copied into your notebook. (5 points)
4. Write one paragraph about a message or theme that emerges in the section you read for each meeting.   One paragraph. Complete this in class – after meeting time.  (5 points)
General Guidelines:

During the meeting time on Tuesdays, make sure you are engaged with your group—both as one who speaks and listens.  Full credit for discussion will be easy to achieve if you prepare ahead of time and concentrate during the time you meet with your group.  Think about ways to make your discussion and meeting time interesting—Talk about the ways your book relates to your own lives, current events, other books and films, and ideas that are interesting to you.  Ask questions that will make your group members think more deeply.  Decide if you like the author’s work.  Think about the tone and the style of writing.  Judge the book—is it high quality?  Why?  Finally, focus on the book and your group members’ ideas and points of view.  Any use of cell phones, electronic devices, or other distractions during meeting time will result in individual loss of credit for the day’s meeting.
Each group member will earn credit based on this rubric:
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	Has book (5)
	Close Reading (5)
	Involvement in Discussion (5)
	Written paragraph (5)
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Meeting 1- ___________


Read through Page __________
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	Close Reading (5)
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Meeting 2- ____________


Read through Page __________

	Name
	Has book (5)
	Close Reading (5)
	Involvement in Discussion (5)
	Written paragraph (5)
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Meeting 3- ___________________

Read through Page __________

	Name
	Has book (5)
	Close Reading (5)
	Involvement in Discussion (5)
	Written paragraph (5)
	TOTAL (20)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Meeting 4- ___________________

Read through Page __________

	Name
	Has book (5)
	Close Reading (5)
	Involvement in Discussion (5)
	Written paragraph (5)
	TOTAL (20)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Week 1: 

Writing an organized paragraph about your book:

After discussion, please write about what you’ve been reading.
Please write 1 brief paragraph (6 sentences) about a message or theme present in the book you are reading.

Your paragraph should follow this structure:

Sentence 1:  Write a hook sentence with an allusion to one theme or message.
Sentence 2:  Introduce the author, book title, and how the book relates to your hook sentence theme.
Sentence 3-5 Write about the events in the story that support your selected theme or message.
Sentence 6: Write a concluding sentence about the theme and how the author emphasizes this theme.
How would you react to an unexpected guest if you were home alone?  
In Dr. Seuss’s The Cat in the Hat, the pet fish faces this exact situation: the arrival of an uninvited visitor.  
In this story, the visitor is a cat.  While the cat is not dangerous, this cat’s outrageous and unexpected behavior causes a great deal of stress for the fish in the house.  Ultimately, the children in the story must problem-solve and communicate with the cat in order to keep their house from becoming a disaster zone and to keep the fish from losing his mind.  

In the end, Dr. Seuss’s colorful illustrations and silly rhymes capture the ways that one cat’s behavior results in a chaotic, stressful, and also unforgettable day.
