Michigan Youth Risk Behavior Survey
Parent Notification Form
Our school is participating in the Michigan Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) sponsored by the Michigan Departments of Education and Health and Human Services.  The survey will generate important information about the health risk behaviors of high school students that place them at increased risk for serious health problems.  The results will be used by many agencies and schools to improve health education prevention programs throughout Michigan. 

The YRBS includes questions about a range of health risk behaviors including nutrition, physical inactivity, tobacco use, alcohol and other drug use, injuries, and sexual behavior that could lead to HIV/STDs or pregnancy.  Please see the other side of this form for additional questions and answers about the project.  

The survey is available at the school for your review.  If you have any questions, please contact                                                                 at                                        .   

The YRBS has been endorsed by state and local school officials and has the support of many national health and educational organizations including the PTA.

Survey procedures have been designed to protect your child’s privacy and allow for anonymous participation.  It is very important to the success of the study that students participate.  However, the decision to participate is voluntary.  

If you object to your child’s participation in the survey, please complete the form below.  You only need to return this form if you do not give your child permission to take the survey.  

Thank you for your cooperation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Child’s Name:







Grade:             
I have read and understand this form concerning the YRBS Project.

[   ]  My child does not have my permission to participate.

Parent’s Signature:                                                                                                                         
Telephone Number:






 Date:                                       
Note:   You do not need to return this form if you give your child permission.

Michigan Youth Risk Behavior Survey
Fact Sheet
Q.
How will survey results be used?
A.
The Michigan Departments of Education and Health and Human Services, along with most major health and education agencies, will use the results from the survey to develop education programs and other strategies to help reduce health risk behaviors.

Q.
What kinds of questions are asked on the survey?
A. 
The YRBS includes questions about a range of health risk behaviors that can lead to serious health problems.

Q.
Are sensitive questions asked?
A.
Some questions may be considered sensitive.  The only way to determine the extent to which adolescents are at risk, however, is to ask questions about these behaviors.  Questions are presented in a straightforward and respectful manner and those that focus on risk behaviors always begin with an abstinence or non-use answer choice.  In addition, students always have the option to skip questions.

Q.
Will student participation be anonymous?  Will student privacy be protected? 
A.
Yes.  Survey administration procedures have been designed to protect student privacy and allow for anonymous participation.  Students will not put their names or other identifying information on the questionnaires or answer sheets.

Q.
Will certain students be surveyed again to see how their behavior changes?
A.
No.  Every two years a new sample of schools and students will be drawn.  It will be impossible to track students who participate because no identifying information will be collected.

Q.
How was my child selected?
A.
Forty school buildings within the state of Michigan were randomly selected to participate in the Youth Risk Behavior Survey Project.  Within the school building, several classes were randomly selected to participate in the survey.  Students were selected because they were in those classes.

Q.
How long will it take to fill out the survey?
A.
Only one 50-minute class period is needed for completing the multiple-choice written survey.

Q.
Does the survey have broad national support?
A.
The YRBS is supported by many national health and education organizations, such as the American Association of School Administrators, the American Legacy Foundation, the American Medical Association, the American School Health Association, the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Education Association, the National PTA, and the National School Boards Association.

